Enteroglucagon and substance P-like immunoreactivity in argentaffin and argyrophil rectal carcinoids.
A specific immunofluorescence for enteroglucagon or substance P or for both hormones was demonstrated in nine out of 12 examined rectal carcinoids. One tumor was argentaffin, contained ultrastructurally pleomorphic granules of the entero-chromaffin cell type, and showed immunofluorescence for substance P. The rest were non-argentaffin but were argyrophil with the Grimelius technique and contained round granules. The argyrophil carcinoids were immunoreactive to one or both hormones in eight cases and not fluorescent in three cases. In two of the non-argentaffin carcinoids a small number of argyrophil cells was found with the method of Sevier-Munger.